Anesthetic management of a parturient with Eisenmenger's syndrome and preeclampsia during cesarean section--a case report.
It has been recommended that women with Eisenmenger's syndrome (ES) are better not to become pregnant and pregnancy may justifiably be terminated by artificial abortion to avoid high maternal mortality and coherent fetal mortality. We present a case report about a parturient with ventricular septal defect (VSD) and ES who received general anesthesia for Cesarean section (C/S) because of preeclampsia, as a result of which she finally succumbed to an episode of intraoperative hypotension in spite of vigorous cardiopulmonary resuscitation. The death was thought to be precipitated by continuous deterioration of maternal health during the 3rd trimester of gestation. The anesthetic management of pregnant ES patients in confinement was reviewed and discussed, and the possible etiological factors relevant to the tragic outcome were also explored.